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Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Request for Screening Opinion 
Screening Opinion for full planning application for the installation of a 27MW Solar 
Photovoltaic (PV) Park 
Land To The East And West Of Black Drove Thorney Peterborough 
 
The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) 
Regulations 1999: Selection Criteria for Screening Schedule 2 Development Proposals. 
 
The Local Planning Authority has undertaken a Screening Opinion in respect of the above 
proposal. 
 
The Screening Opinion is based on the Environmental Impact Assessment Screening letter 
received 20th September 2012.   
 

1. Characteristics of development 
 
a) Size of development 

 
The site area is approximately 106 hectares.  The main characteristics of the proposed 
development are:- 

 Installation of up to 154,000 solar PV panels (of circa 1m x 1.7m) to generate up to 
27MW of electricity for a period of 25 years 

 Associated boundary fencing 2.5m high,  
 Security and CCTV cameras,  
 site access and associated electrical infrastructure including inverter units,  
 electricity sub station building (20m x 15m x 3.5m in height) 
 switching station building (10m x 20m x 6m in height) and transformer compound.   

 
b) Cumulation with other development 
 
The site is currently arable agricultural land, and is located within the open countryside 
approximately 9km to the north east of Peterborough and 1km north of Thorney.  There are two 
residential properties on the western side of the site, and other farm/residential properties within 
the vicinity of the site.  There is a golf course to the south of the site.     
 
c) Use of Natural Resources   
 
Agricultural land would be temporarily lost for the 25 operational period, after which time it could 
revert back to agricultural use.  There would be some use of aggregates and minerals in the 
construction of the proposed development.  Approximately 75% of the site is within a Minerals 



Safeguarding area, where there are known deposits of sand and gravel.  The proposal will 
sterilise the extraction of these reserves for the 25 year period of the proposal, after which time 
extraction of these reserves would be possible.     
 
d) Production of Waste 
 
The waste materials produced, would occur mainly during the construction/decommissioning 
process.  Any waste produced would be of the same nature as other similar developments of 
this type and so subject to the provision of appropriate storage and waste collection facilities, 
this is not considered to be a significant issue. 
 
e) Pollution and Nuisances(including Air Quality/Crime Prevention/Light/Noise/Vibration)  
 

Air Quality 
 
It is not anticipated, in view of the nature of the development, that there will be any resultant 
detriment to air quality.     

 
Contaminated Land 
 
Historical land uses on sites could have the potential for contaminants to be left on the site.  
These should be considered and addressed.  If any contamination is found, appropriate 
remediation and verification would be required.         

  
Vehicle Movements 
 
Details of the delivery/construction traffic routes will be required to be agreed, together with 
investigations of strength and suitability of these roads to take the loading and manoeuvring 
of these large vehicles.  Works required to widen or strengthen the route to accommodate 
the development would need to be secured.   

 
Lighting 
 
The amount and impact of any new proposed lighting should be carefully considered to 
prevent any unacceptable resultant light pollution on the wider countryside setting.  It is 
considered subject to sensitive design and positioning, likely mitigation could be achieved.       
   
Site Noise 

  
Noise and Vibration 
 
The applicant should set out the noise impacts of the proposed development, and any 
impacts on the nearest noise sensitive residential properties.  Any necessary noise 
mitigation measures identified should be implemented.  Activities and 
traffic during construction, operation and decommissioning may also lead 
to increases in noise levels in the surrounding area, however subject to suitable 
management this is unlikely to be significant.   
 

 Construction Phase 
 
 Suitable management would be required.   

 
f) Transportation/Access 

 
The Local Highway Authority has commented that any submitted planning application would 
require the submission of a transport statement, to deal mainly with traffic movements that 
would occur during the construction/decommissioning period.  This is to ensure that the 
Highway network is capable of accommodating the vehicles and traffic movements proposed, 
and that any widening of carriageways/strengthening of structures required can be 
appropriately dealt with.   

 
g) Risk of Accidents 
 
It is not anticipated that the proposed development would result in any significant increase in 



 

 
 

the risk of accidents.  The potential impact during the construction period can be addressed as 
part of the construction management process.  Any possible light reflection/glare from the 
panels that would impact on users of the adjacent highways should be assessed and any 
necessary mitigation proposals implemented.  It is therefore considered an EIA is not required 
on this basis.   
 
2. Location of Development 
 
a) Exiting Land Uses 
 
The site is currently arable agricultural land, and is located within the open countryside 
approximately 9km to the north east of Peterborough and 1km north of Thorney.  There are two 
residential properties on the western side of the site, and other farm/residential properties within 
the vicinity of the site.  There is a golf course to the south of the site 
 
b) Relative abundance, quality and regenerative capacity of natural resources 

 
The site is located approximately 6.7 km from the Nene Washes SSSI, which forms part of the 
Nene Washes SPA / Ramsar Site.  While the development may not have direct impacts on the 
site itself, there may be indirect implications on the assemblages of birds that use the Nene 
Washes. 

 
The likely effects arising from solar farms on birds are not yet well understood, and they could 
potentially include collisions through birds mistaking the panels for water bodies. Further 
possible effects to birds include disorientation and displacement through glare from the panels, 
depending on the type of material used, as well as potential loss of foraging habitat. The 
proposal to undertake breeding and wintering bird surveys to determine the potential impacts 
on birds arising from the proposed development is welcomed.   
 
The site is located within Flood Risk Zone 3.  A flood risk assessment would be required, which 
addresses the surface water drainage of the site.   

 
c) Absorption capacity of the Natural Environment 
 
i) Wetland:          No 
ii) Coastal Zones:         Not applicable 
iii)Mountain and Forest Areas:       Not applicable 
iv) Natural Reserves and Parks:       Not applicable 
v) EU Directives on the Conservation of wild birds/natural  Yes 
Habitats and wild flora and fauna: 

- The site is located approximately 6.7 km from the Nene Washes SSSI, which forms part 
of the Nene Washes SPA / Ramsar Site.  While the development may not have direct 
impacts on the site itself, there may be indirect implications on the assemblages of birds 
that use the Nene Washes.  The wintering birds surveys will be important to establish 
the potential loss of foraging habitats.  Addressing the potential for bird collisions, from 
birds mistaking them for water bodies and disorientation from glare needs to be 
considered and any necessary mitigation measures proposed.      

vi) EU Environmental Quality Standards already exceeded:   Not applicable 
vii) Densely Populated Areas:       No 

 The development is within the open countryside, however there are residential and 
agricultural uses, within the immediate vicinity of the site. 

 Landscape of Historical, Cultural or Archaeological Significance: 
 
A Heritage Assessment should be produced to assess the effects of the proposed 
development on the historic landscape and heritage assets. There are a number of 
scheduled monuments, Grade 1 and 11* Listed Buildings and Conservation Area within the 
vicinity of the site.  It will be important to address key views to and from the Conservation 
Area, this needs to be the Grade 1 and Grade 11* buildings and other designated assets.  
There are also other grade 11 listed buildings within 1.5km including Lodge Farm, which is 
immediately adjacent to the development.  The landscape around also includes a number 



of Scheduled Monuments and specific views should also be sought from the following:- 
 

Listed Buildings 
Grade 1 Thorney Abbey and Abbey House 
Grade 1 Church of St Marys and St Boltolph 
Grade 11* Gatepiers North North West of Thorney Abbey and Abbey House 
Grade 11* Gatepiers North North East of Thorney Abbey and Abbey House 
Grade 11 Thorney Lodge 
87 (The White House) Station Road 
 
Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
St Vincent’s Cross 
Bowl and Barrow 880m South West of Singlecote Cottage 
Pode Hole Farm 
Chestnuts Farm 
 
Conservation Area 
Thorney 

 
3. Characteristics of the Potential Impact 
 
The potential effects of the development have been considered in relation to the criteria set out 
under sections 1 and 2 above, and have had particular regard to:- 
 
a) Extent of Impact 
 

- Transportation – Details of the delivery/construction traffic routes will be required to be 
agreed, together with the investigations into the strength and suitability of these roads 
to take the loading and manoeuvring of these large vehicles.  Any works required to 
widen or strengthen the route as a result of the development will have to be legally 
secured. 

- Noise – Sufficient information should be provided to demonstrate that the development 
can proceed without resulting in sufficiently detrimental noise.  Construction noise, site 
layout, noise, in relation to the receptor locations must be considered. 

- Air Quality – It is not anticipated, in view of the nature of the development, that there 
would be any resultant detriment to air quality.   

- Drainage/Flood Risk – The site is within Flood Risk Zone 3.  A flood risk assessment 
would be required.        

- Landscape – A comprehensive landscape and visual impact assessment is required to 
demonstrate the impact the proposal will have on the landscape.   

- Ecology – The close proximity of this site to the Nene Washes SPA, SAC & SSSI will 
necessarily mean that the Ecological Impact Assessment will need to assess the impact 
of the loss of foraging habitat on wintering birds as well as to consider other potential 
issues that this extensive area of panels may have such as increased risk of collisions 
due to birds mistaking panels for water bodies and glare causing disorientation/ 
displacement of birds. It should be noted that there are several local records of Barn 
Owls breeding in the area.  The protected species surveys identified in the Phase 1 
Habitat Survey should be carried out.  Opportunities for biodiversity enhancements 
should be proposed.           

- Archaeology and Heritage –Assessment should be made of the effects of the proposed 
development on the historic landscape and heritage assets. Including a number of 
scheduled monuments, Grade 1 and 11* Listed Buildings and the Conservation Area 
within the vicinity of the site.  It will be important to address key views to and from the 
designated assets.  The assessment also needs to assess the potential for the 
disturbance of presently unknown archaeological remains.   

- Contamination – A preliminary risk assessment which considers the potential risk (if 
any) posed by previous land uses would be required.   

 
The proposed scheme raises a number of individual issues, the most significant of which are 
ecology, archaeology and heritage, and visual landscape impacts which are identified as being 
sensitive to the development, and where assessments are required to be carried out to identify 
the impact and the associated mitigation measures required.   
 
 



 

 
 

b) Transfrontier Impacts 
 
This is not considered significant, other than the more localised impact on nearby sites as 
identified in Section 3(a) above. 
 
c) Magnitude and Complexity of Impacts 
 
Whilst the issues summarised in Section 3(a) above are considered extensive, the inter-
relationship between most of these is not considered to be very complex.  However the 
implications for visual, heritage and ecology are of a significant magnitude to warrant an 
Environment Impact Assessment.   
 
d) Probability of Impact 
 
The probability of impact upon ecology, heritage assets and the landscape needs to be tested, 
as the scale of the development and proximity to sensitive sites means the probability of impact 
is high.     
 
e) Duration, Frequency and Reversibility of Impacts 
 
The duration and frequency of the impact is likely to for the 25 years in which the development 
will be on the site.  The impact is reversible long term as equipment can all be removed form 
site after this 25 year period and the could be returned to agricultural use.   
 
 
Summary 
 
1.  Is the proposal in Schedule One?   No 
2.  Is the proposal in Schedule Two?   Yes 
3.  Is it in a sensitive area?    Yes 
4.  Does it exceed the threshold size (0.5hectares)? Yes 
5.  Are there any significant environmental effects? Yes 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
On the basis of the submitted information it is considered that the development would have 
significant environmental effects and as such an Environmental Impact Assessment is required. 
 

 
 
Yours faithfully 

 


